DRUM BEAT

Word from the
Chairman

Wuneekeesug Nutawamdak ( Hello
My Tribal Community);

As I look forward to the one year
anniversary of my election as your
Chairman, I have been reflecting on how
much our tribe has accomplished in this
short time, and how much we still have
to look forward to.

In addition to the consistent focus on
improving the programs offered to our
tribal members, we have continued to
develop strong relationships with local,
state and federal government officials so
that we can educate them on the needs
and the rights of our people. It has been
an amazing experience to speak to so
many officials — many of whom grew up
right here in Massachusetts without any
historical knowledge of our tribe — and
tell them about our tribe’s rich history,
our deep connection to this land, and our
rights as a sovereign nation.

This education effort is integral to
our ability to partner with local, state
and federal officials to realize our goals,
including aboriginal fishing and hunting
rights on Cape Cod, protecting Nantucket
Sound from development that will impact
this historically and culturally important
area, advocating for grant funding to
improve our tribal programs, working
with the state to realize our gaming and
economic job creation goals, and most
importantly, completing the land into
trust process so we can move forward
with our healthcare, housing, education
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Stating Our Case for Nantucket Sound

Tribal leaders travelled to Washington to state the tribe’s position on the importance of
Nantucket Sound. Chairman Cedric Cromwell and Vice-Chairman Aaron Tobey attended
a series of meetings with the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation and Assistant
Secretary of the Interior Larry Echo Hawk to
express the tribe’s connection to the Sound in
addition to other issues affecting the tribe.

On January 13th, Chairman Cromwell
and Chuckie Green attended a meeting
convened by U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Ken Salazar to further understand both the
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s and Aquinnah
Wampanoag Tribe’s connection to Nantucket
Sound and its historical archeological and
cultural importance to both tribes. After this
meeting, our tribal representatives joined
other stakeholders to further discuss the
proposed Cape Wind development and how it
would impact the Sound.
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Chairman Cromwell and Chuckie Green look on
as Secretary Ken Salazar speaks during a
consultation meeting

(Continued on page 3)

Make Your Voice Heard!

There are many issues that come before state and federal elected officials that have
an effect on individual tribal members or the tribe as a whole. To find out who your
elected officials are and how to contact them, tribal members in Massachusetts can visit

WhereDolVoteMA .com.

Donate to Help with the Devastation in Haiti

In the aftermath of the crushing earthquake that has taken thousands of lives in an
already poverty ravaged country, Haiti needs help in the form of monetary donations now!

Here are some donation options to consider:

OxFam America. This organization has longterm experience in Haiti. Their
response teams are providing clean water, shelter, sanitation and helping people recover.
Your donation will go immediately to the most critical needs in Haiti. Donate at
OxfamAmerica.org/Haiti

UNICEF. Children are always the most vulnerable population in any natural
disaster, and UNICEEF is there for them. The U.S. Fund for UNICEF is absorbing all
associated administrative costs so that 100% of every dollar you give to the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF will support UNICEF’s relief efforts for children in Haiti. Donate at
UnicefUSA.org

Doctors Without Borders. This organization has medical teams in Haiti and is
providing emergency care to as many people as possible. They have been travelling to
areas outside of the city and are about to extend the medical care to the people there.

So far, they have given primary care to an estimated 3,000 people in the capital and
performed more than 400 surgeries. Donate at DoctorsWithoutBorders.org

International Red Cross. Contribute online to the Red Cross at redcross.org, or
donate $10 to be charged to your cell phone bill by texting “HAITI” to “90999.”

Find more ways to help through the Center for International Disaster Information at
703-276-1914 or cidi.org



























Coming Together

Since the forming of the “Tribal Youth Council” many
good things have been happening. Saturday, November 21,
2009 about 9 o’clock in the morning, the tribal youth van rolled
into my driveway. Out stepped Evelyn Peters Fermino, Laura
Tobey Miranda, Venessa Tobey Mendes, and Brian Weeden.
Behind them came a group of youths armed with rakes and leaf
blowers. “Where do we start,” they asked. I was confused until
I remembered someone had called to say they wanted to help the
elders. I put them to work clearing my driveway of pine needles
and leaves. They raked and hauled the debris away on tarps
which I provided for them. They did a wonderful job and I will

Tribal Member Urges Support
for Veterans with Disabilities

“Watching news of the terrible injuries our troops are going
through made me think about what I could do to help,” said
Robert Lopez, who is a veteran. “Sometimes I wish I could be
there to cover my buddy’s back, just like I know they would do
for me to help get me home.”

To do his part to help these veterans, Robert has joined
a non-profit organization called NEADS, Dogs for Disabled
Americans, an organization providing service dogs that assist
injured and disabled veterans. These dogs first go through
extensive training and then mate up with their partner for
additional training. The trained dogs open doors, retrieve objects,
turn on light switches, and warn the owner of danger to allow
these men and women to live independent lives.

“I know within our tribe we have some military men and
women who are currently in the service and have received
wounds from battle,” Robert said. “A friend of mine suffers from
post traumatic stress disorder and can’t go to stores, doesn’t
respond to quick movements. He has a
social dog that senses when be is going into
a panic state and provides him security.”

In addition to visiting Veteran’s
hospitals with NEADS dogs, Robert is
raising money for NEADS on his webpage,
www firstgiving.com/robertlopez where
you can read more about this program and
make a donation.

NEADS

The 2010 Mashpee
Wampanoag Powwow will be
held during the weekend of
July 3, 4 and 5th at the Tribal
Grounds at 483 Great Neck
Road South, Mashpee. Look
for details in upcoming issues
of the Nashauonk Mittark.
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never forget the kindness and respect they showed me. I thank
them from the bottom of my heart. I would like to invite any of
them back anytime. I would like to thank the ladies who acted as
chaperones to these youths for their services.

The need to bring youths and elders
together to understand one another’s emotional
thoughts, both spiritual and cultural, will do
much to make our tribe stronger.

May the Creator look down upon us and
give us his blessings.

-- Chief “Silent Drum” Lopez

Mwalim Gets High Praise
for Urban Music

Tribal member Morgan “Mwalim” Peters is getting a lot of
attention on the New England music scene since the release of
his latest CD — The Liberation Sessions: Soul of the City —
which has earned numerous nominations for the New England
Urban Music Awards. Mwalim received nominations for
Best R&B CD, Best Spoken-word Artist, Best Producer, Best
Caribbean Male Vocalist, Best R&B Single, and Best Caribbean
Single for DEM BIG GIRLS.

In addition, artists appearing on the critically acclaimed
CD also received nominations for their appearances on The
Liberation Sessions. Soul singer Phillip Aaron received a
nomination for best R&B Male Vocals; Amaris received
nominations for best
R&B Female Vocalist,
Jazz Female Vocalist,
and best Jazz Single
for her appearance on
The Bass Mint Bros
“Awakened by a Noon
Day Sun.” Tah Phrum
Duh Bush earned a best
Rap Single nomination
for the remix of “Life &
Death; The Bass Mint
Bros were nominated for
Best Jazz Group; Tantra
Zawadi got a nomination for best Female Spoken-word for her
performance of “Tension”; and Robert Taylor, Jr. received a
nomination for Best Latin Single for “YOU”. Liberation Music
— MGM was also nominated for best production group.

The New England Urban Music Awards will take place on
April 24, 2010 in Boston. Information including tickets and a
complete list of nominees for the New England Urban Music
Awards can be seen on-line at http.://ne.urbanmusicawards.org/
nominees/

“The Liberation Sessions: Soul of the City” CD is available
on cdbaby.com/cd/mwalim and also as a download on iTunes.
com, Amazon.com, emusic.com and raphsody.com.




A Leader In the Making

Congratulations to Kia Fernandes who
was recognized in December as a future
leader among her peers. A seventh grader
at the St. Margaret’s Regional School
in Buzzard’s Bay, Kia was chosen as a
result of her outstanding good character
and excellent grades to represent the
students of her region at the Congressional
Youth Leadership Council’s National

Young Leaders State Program. A four
day conference held in Wakefield, Mass late last year where
she received a certificate of merit for Outstanding Dedication to
Educational Achievement, Strength of Character, and Leadership.
The 12-year-old, who is the daughter of tribal member
Michelle Fernandes and Brice Fernandes, summed up her
excitement in her own words in her closing remarks to her peers:
“Going to the National Youth Leaders state program was a life
changing experience. When I first got the letter stating that I was
coming I was so excited. When I walked into this outstanding hotel
and saw all 28 kids in that room I was even more excited. In the
4 days I spent here I learned so much. I learned about past leaders
and their experiences. I learned about resolving conflicts and
how to come up with SMART goals. I have learned all this and
much more but to top it off I had lots of fun. I will never forget
this conference for as long as I live. Another thing I will never
forget is a quote that was written in our journals that was said by
Jim Rohn: “You must take personal responsibility. You cannot
change the circumstances, the season, or the wind, but you can
change yourself. That is something you have charge of.” Everyone
here has changed. Everything around us has stayed the same, but
through this experience we have grown a lot as individuals.”
Kia says all of the lessons she learned at the conference will
stay with her as she continues to grow and learn and hopefully
someday she can use her skills to benefit her tribe.

Calling All Native Artists

An invitational exhibit — Northeast Woodland: Interpretations
— featuring the works of Native artists is being planned this fall at
the Cultural Center of Cape Cod in South Yarmouth.

Funded by Native Arts New England, the exhibit will be on
display October 6 to the 17 and will feature both contemporary
and traditional original works from the Wampanoag Nation and
will be extended to include Native Artists from additional Tribal
Nations living in the New England region.

Artists interested in having their work included may submit up
to five (5) high-resolution jpeg (300 dpi) digital or photo images
of their work. Artist entries will be juried until exhibit capacity
has been filled. There is no entry fee, however all sales will be
split 80/20 respectively with the Artist and Host: Cultural Center
of Cape Cod, a non-profit Arts organization.
Native artists interested in obtaining an entry
form should contact exhibit curator and Multi-
Media Mashpee Wampanoag artist Ej Mills
Brennan at embrenna@rcn.com or by phone,
h: (508) 428-6133 c: (508) 274-8428.

Hunter Tobey shows off the paper
fish he decorated at a recent
Youth Cultural Night where

the children learned about the
importance of the herring to our

survival and had fun too!

Gift of Gavel Bridges Tribe’s Past, Future

C Tribal member Edward Peters (Iyannohkass8) and his family presented Chief Judge Henry J. Sockbeson a

gavel to be used in the new Tribal Court. The gavel is made from a sound portion of an original beam that
was rescued from the Old Indian Meetinghouse. Not all of the old beams could be used in the renovation and
the eight inch gavel head was rescued from wood left over from an original beam. The gavel head is engraved
with rings representing the four directions. The engraving was done by tribal member Joanne Peters Booth

and the handle has incorporated bead work by tribal member Evelyn Peters Fermino. Edward smudged the

gavel prior to the presentation to purify it for use in Tribal Court.

Mr. Peters gave the gavel to the Tribal Court for use in future Tribal Court proceedings. At the presentation Mr. Peters stated that
“the gavel is made from a portion of an original floor beam from the Old Indian Meetinghouse and is very significant. It provides a
connection from the history of the tribe to a new expression of the Tribe’s sovereignty.” Chief Judge Sockbeson accepted the gavel on
behalf of the Court and thanked Mr. Peters and his daughters for their hard work. “This gavel will be used for many years by the judges
of the Tribal Court and the history of the wood it is made from will not be forgotten.”

The members of the Elders Judiciary Committee were present to witness the presentation and profusely thanked Mr. Peters for his
gift to the Tribal Court. “We would like to thank Mr. Peters and his family for this gift and assure him that it will be treasured and used
by the Court to benefit the whole Tribe,” said Vivian Bussiere, Chair of the Elders Committee. “We especially want to thank Barbara

Harris who arranged for Mr. Peters to do the work.”

The gavel is kept in a custom made cedar box made by Mr. Peters and will be used in all formal Tribal Court proceedings.



In Our Own Words
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